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Bills Review

S.172
H.630
H.871
S.310

https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/S.172
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/H.630
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/H.871
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/S.310
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S.172
An act relating to the Education Bill of Rights for Children Who Are

Deaf, Hard of Hearing, or DeafBlind

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NAD - Bill of Rights for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children – 18 states have one according to NAD’s website.
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S. 172 
Purpose

Sponsor: Senator Nader Hasim (D)
• Ensures DHHDB have same rights 

to education as their hearing peers.
• Recognizes importance of language 

and communication access.
• Acknowledge the social and 

emotional needs of DHHDB children.
• Emphasizes the rights of parents 

and caregivers to be involved.
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Updates
• Few testimonies (1/26, 2/1, 2/14) took 

place (more opposition than favors)
• Last testimony (2/21)was done by 

Amanda Garcia from HRC.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Couldn’t locate the recordings for the first three dates. I watched the one on 2/1 and 2/21.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_8RORzFDlE
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H.630
An act relating to boards of cooperative education services

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One of our DHHDB Advisory Council, Sherry Souza, Windsor central supervisory union superintendent. She has a daughter who has hearing loss who is a RIT graduate.
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H.630’s 
Purpose

Sponsors: Rep. Rebecca Holcombe, 
Rep. Edye Graning, Rep. Erin Brady
• Allow and encourage school 

districts to create boards of 
cooperative education services to 
provide shared education services 
and access grants on a county level

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This will affect ALL disabilities. Even if S172 doesn’t go anywhere, this will still satisfy their goal on some level. For instance, we barely have enough staff that specialized in deaf education, working with DB children, educational interpreting, etc. people don’t realize it’s about local control. If parents wanted to create a regional program at their school, they have to approach the local school board and propose the idea. The challenge behind that is not enough kids in each age groups live in the same demographic. Spread out.
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H.630’s 
Updates

• Made the crossover to the Senate.
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H.871
An act relating to the development of an updated State aid to school 

construction program
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H. 871’s 
Purpose

Sponsors: House Education 
Committee
• Update school construction.
• Rebecca Lalanne shared her 

testimony, then added my name.
• Testimony completed on April 16 th.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukS3pSXnqgA
https://www.youtube.com/live/9xevA88uA94?si=pQwFQWtqk1gh7T0E
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H.871
Overview

• Visual Alert Systems
• Signage
• Accessible Communication 

Devices
• Induction Loop Systems
• Accessible Telecommunication 

Infrastructure
• Accessible restrooms
• Elevator/Front Door

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lights on or off, should be able to make/receive calls without relying on a hearing person, auditorium, meeting rooms, reception desks, classroom, text messaging system,
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S.310
An act relating to natural disaster government response,

recovery, and resiliency

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
*if you go to my website, go to the subheading legislative. You will see legislative report. Type in the word deaf. Look for the latest version. It’s because of the council’s annual legislative report. Deb Baker and I got called to testify. The Accessibility Subcommittee drafted the two page making recommendations on how to improve the press conferences.
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S. 310 
Purpose

Sponsors: Senate Government 
Operations Committee
• DHHDB Advisory Council wrote in 

their legislative report 
recommendations about language 
access for press conferences.

• Focus only on the Language Access 
section
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S. 310 
Update

• Testimony in January for the 
Senate Vermont Operations before 
it became a bill.

• Invited to testify again on April 17th

for the Senate.
• Repeated my testimony from 

January. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lights on or off, should be able to make/receive calls without relying on a hearing person, auditorium, meeting rooms, reception desks, classroom, text messaging system,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aeXhDNS9mvw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6b9kMW_t4Ls
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The End

Any questions? Comments? 
Thoughts?

Email: Laura.Siegel@vermont.gov
V/VP: 802-560-5170

mailto:Laura.Siegel@vermont.gov
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